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Learning Objectives/I Can Statements 
● I can explain my chosen Sustainable Development Goal (SDG). 
● I can research and find information about my chosen SDG. 
● I can learn to create a podcast using the appropriate technology. 
● I can work with my group to create a podcast. 
● I can communicate my ideas orally in my podcast.   

 

Curricular Competencies: What will students 

DO 
Content: What will students KNOW 

● Use Social Studies inquiry processes and 
skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, 
and analyze ideas; and communicate 
findings and decisions.  

o Students will inquire about one of 
the 17 SDGs and create a podcast 
to share their ideas and 
knowledge.  

● ADST: Students will learn about 
appropriate tools and technologies to 
create a podcast.  

● The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 

● Global poverty and inequality issues 
● International cooperation and responses 

to global issues  
● Digital and non-digital media, and their 

distinguishing characteristics and uses 
(podcast)  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Materials and Technology Pre-Class Preparation 

● PowerPoint + Projection  
● Laptop 
● Headphones (optional) 

● Prepare a PowerPoint for students to 
introduce the SDGs (included) 

Overview of Lesson Sequence: The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the students to the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and get them talking by making a podcast. Students will work 
in groups of 2-4 to research one of the goals and then create a 5 to 8-minute podcast.  

Big Idea(s): What will the students UNDERSTAND.  

Social Studies 6: Complex 
global problems require 
international cooperation 
to make difficult choices 
for the future.  

Applied Design, Skills, and 
Technologies (ADST) 6: 
Complex tasks may require 
multiple tools and 
technologies. 

Duration: 
 
  Approximately 8 classes  
 

 
 



● External Microphone (optional) 
● iPad/iPod (optional) 
● Reflection sheet (included)  
● Podcast graphic organizer (included)  
● 2 Stars and a Wish Handout (Included) 

● Figure out how you will record the 
podcasts and edit 

● Print reflection booklet and podcast 
graphic organizer  

 

Assessment/Evaluation: Adaptation/Modification 

Formative Assessment:  
● Students will write on their  reflection 

sheet that will show their thinking 
growth throughout this project.  

 
Summative Assessment: 

● The final podcast  

● If a class is unable to record a podcast, it 
can be done live either in front of the 
class or privately with the teacher.  

● This could be a project that is done 
amongst several classes 

 

Inclusive and Equitable Practices 

● If students need support for writing their podcast script, they can work with someone 
from their group. 

● If students need support in specific areas, the teacher can alter their role in their group 
(have them introduce the group, help them write a few sentences, etc.).  

● The most important part is that students are all included in the process and are aware of 
the 17 goals. 

 

 

Background Information (For Teacher) 

What are the UN 17 Sustainable Development Goals? 
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are part of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. In 2015, world leaders agreed to the Goals and the 169 targets, 
intending to create a better world by 2030. In the 15 years that they are in action, areas of 
action are linked to the people, the planet, prosperity, peace, and partnership. Some of the 
Goals include ending poverty, ending hunger, and achieving gender equality.  
 
For more information, visit https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda.  

 

Resources 

The 17 Goals from the UN 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals 
 
Introduction Video: “The United Nations Sustainable Development Summit: 17 Goals to 
Transform Our World” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89tInECFdQ4  
 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89tInECFdQ4


SDGs Tracker 
https://sdg-tracker.org/  
 
Official SDG brand guidelines from the United Nations 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/  
 
Lazy Person’s Guide to Saving the World 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/ 
 
SDGs Student Resources 

● Click on the goals on the right side to read more about each goal   
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/  

 

Lesson Plan 

Part 1: Introduction and Inquiry   

1. Introduce the Sustainable Development Goals to the class 
● Play the video first, and then go through each of the goals on a PowerPoint.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89tInECFdQ4  
● Allow students to ask any questions. 

 
2. Have the students do a quick reflection after watching the video.  

● What are their thoughts? Have they heard of the goals before?  
● Students will also do a final reflection. Use this to see their learning from start 

to end.  
 

3. Introduce the podcast project and what they will be expected to do. 
● How detailed the podcast will be is up to the teacher and their class.  
● If this is the first time the goals are discussed, the podcast could be a simple 

overview and the basics.  
● Other ideas:  

o Have students discuss action plans (locally, nationally, globally).  
o Classmates could write questions about the goal and the group could 

answer them in their podcast.  
o It could be about how to address your goal in the classroom, or at 

home.  
o Discuss the goal in a different country. 

● For more tips, see further below.  
 

4. Individual inquiry about the goals. 
● Give students the opportunity to see what goals interest them. 

 
 
 

https://sdg-tracker.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89tInECFdQ4


5. Put students into groups.  
● The teacher can decide whether or not students select groups.  
● 2 - 4 people per group.  
● Choose the goal they want to focus on. 

 
6. Optional: Have each group come up with a Top 3 list of goals that they want to 

research.  
● Use this to decide who will research which goal to avoid repetition.   

7. Have groups share what goal they will be podcasting about.  

 

Part 2: Research in Group 

1. Give students a few classes to research their goal.  
 

2. Hand out the graphic organizer (if they need it) 

 

Part 3: Start writing the script   

1. Mini-lesson: Writing the script 
● When students finish their research, discuss how you want them to write their 

script.  
● Sample of podcast organization: 

o Introduction: name, who they are 
o Explanation of what they will discuss in the podcast 
o Main point 1 
o Transition  
o Main point 2 
o Transition 
o Main point 3 
o Transition 
o Outro  

 
2. Hand out podcast graphic organizer (if needed). 

 
3. Give students the rest of the class to write.  

 
4. The number of classes you will need for scriptwriting is up to the teacher and their 

students’ needs. 

 

Part 4: Practice  

1.  When students are done with their script, have them practice it as a group.  
 

2. Give students tips for speaking clearly. 
● Enunciating  
● Don’t speak too fast 



● Don’t talk too quietly or yell 
 

3. Students do not need to follow the script word for word. Many podcasts are often 
conversational.  

● Make sure the main points come across clearly.  

 

Lesson 7: Record Day 

1. Depending on your schedule, set aside a Record Day to get students excited about 
podcasting. Make sure you have a quiet space to record. 
 

2. Recording Materials: 
● This will be dependent on your resources.  
● Option 1: If you have access to an iPad/iPod/iPhone, you can use the 

VoiceMemos app and record the students speaking. Make sure the mic is a 
few inches away from their mouth.  

o It won’t be the best quality, but it is an easy option. You can save the 
files and send them to your students to listen to later. 
 

● Option 2: Record using the Voice Memo (option 1) and have students do post-
production after to add intro music, cut out silent clips and alter the volume 
level. This is more complex and will require another lesson on how to teach 
students how to edit.  

o Audacity is free software to use but will require some tutorials on how 
to use it.  

o Garageband is free software on Apple products. 
o For royalty-free music: https://www.bensound.com/  
o For royalty-free sound effects: https://mixkit.co/free-sound-effects/  

 
● Option 3: If you have access to an external USB microphone, plug it into your 

computer or iPad and record using this using Voice Memo or other recording 
apps. By using a microphone, the audio will be clearer. It can also add a fun 
element for the kids as it makes it feel more official. In this option, you can just 
use the original file or have them do post-production editing.  

o You can purchase USB microphones that plug into your computer from 
Amazon.  

 

 

Lesson 8: Listen Day  

1. When all the podcasts are done, upload them to a platform where all students can 
listen: 

● Google Slide/Document or Google Drive 
● Dropbox 

 

https://www.bensound.com/
https://mixkit.co/free-sound-effects/


2. Assign each student to listen to a podcast(s). Have them complete the “2 Stars and a 
Wish” feedback form (included). 
 

3. Get students to reflect on this activity in the reflection handout.  
● What have you learned about the 17 SDGs? What do you still want to know? What 

has this podcast project taught you? Any other thoughts? 

 

Podcasting Information and Tips 

For more information about recording, go to these links:  
 
Starting Your Podcast: A Guide for Students  
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students  
 
Apps for Podcasts 
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/21/807372536/a-studio-at-your-fingertips-5-apps-teachers-
are-using-to-make-student-podcasts  
 
How to Make a Podcast 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/how-to-make-a-
podcast?gclid=CjwKCAjwhMmEBhBwEiwAXwFoERySQ3T4XgHHkvAez0Y-
P9hsbmIvBu7pp3MGJvrWQZhgpp7oqeQ_MhoCi7MQAvD_BwE  
 
How to Use Anchor 
https://www.thepodcasthost.com/planning/using-anchor-to-make-a-podcast/  
 
Make a Podcast with Audacity  
https://www.buzzsprout.com/blog/audacity-podcast-tutorial  
 
Audio Recording: 

● VoiceMemos (Apple) 
● Online Voice Recorder https://online-voice-recorder.com/  
● Anchor (Apple App or Web)  
● Alitu (7-day free trial) https://alitu.com/  
● Audacity (Free) 

 
Editing: 

● Audacity (Free) 
● How to edit with Audacity: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl-WDjWrTtk  
● Anchor 
● Alitu  
● Royalty-free sound effects: https://mixkit.co/free-sound-effects/  
● Royalty-free music: https://www.bensound.com/  

 
 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/21/807372536/a-studio-at-your-fingertips-5-apps-teachers-are-using-to-make-student-podcasts
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/21/807372536/a-studio-at-your-fingertips-5-apps-teachers-are-using-to-make-student-podcasts
https://www.buzzsprout.com/how-to-make-a-podcast?gclid=CjwKCAjwhMmEBhBwEiwAXwFoERySQ3T4XgHHkvAez0Y-P9hsbmIvBu7pp3MGJvrWQZhgpp7oqeQ_MhoCi7MQAvD_BwE
https://www.buzzsprout.com/how-to-make-a-podcast?gclid=CjwKCAjwhMmEBhBwEiwAXwFoERySQ3T4XgHHkvAez0Y-P9hsbmIvBu7pp3MGJvrWQZhgpp7oqeQ_MhoCi7MQAvD_BwE
https://www.buzzsprout.com/how-to-make-a-podcast?gclid=CjwKCAjwhMmEBhBwEiwAXwFoERySQ3T4XgHHkvAez0Y-P9hsbmIvBu7pp3MGJvrWQZhgpp7oqeQ_MhoCi7MQAvD_BwE
https://www.thepodcasthost.com/planning/using-anchor-to-make-a-podcast/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/blog/audacity-podcast-tutorial
https://online-voice-recorder.com/
https://alitu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl-WDjWrTtk
https://mixkit.co/free-sound-effects/
https://www.bensound.com/


Tips: 
● Some podcasts have one host while others have multiple co-hosts. 
● Podcasts can be scripted or interviews. 
● It is suggested that students create a script to follow, even though many podcasts 

have a natural flow of banter or improv. This will allow your recording day to run 
more smoothly. 

o However, if your class (and you) feel confident that your students can do 
improv, let them be creative. 

● For Anchor, while it is free and allows you to easily record and edit your podcast, 
there is an option to publish the podcast. Be aware that it would be public to those on 
the Anchor App. You can share the link with the students to listen to. You also have 
the option to just save them all in your draft. However, students may have a tough 
time listening to them at the same time since they would only be available on your 
account.  

● The podcasts can be in different formats: Interviews, a news recap, and educational 
podcasts (scripted). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


