
Climate Change Play Ideas  

 

Big Ideas  

● Collective action  

● Grassroots movements   

● Voting (voting in leaders that will make good decisions for our planet) 

● Local community issues  

● The emotional impact of climate change; How does it affect our 

mental health? 

 

 

Specific Ideas #1 

2019-2020 was a horrible year for Australia. Fires, caused by climate 

change, devastated the country.  

 

An idea for a play surrounding this concept could be:  

 

● Living in a refugee camp because you’ve had to evacuate your home 

due to the fires.  

  

Resources:  

Why are the fires happening and how it connects to the flooding in Africa: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYX9ahqceAI  

 

News article about the fire: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/australian-wildfires-declared-among-

worst-wildlife-disasters-modern-history-n1235071  

 

People’s personal stories about how the fires impacted them:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkTN08LmNK4  
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Specific Ideas #2 

Many indigenous communities in Alaska are suffering from the 

consequences of climate change as both the ice and permafrost melt. 

 

A few ideas for plays surrounding this concept could be:  

 

● A family preparing for a storm caused by the melting ice. A character 

could talk about how when they were younger, they never saw storms 

like this because the ice protected them. 

● A family decides what to pack as they are being forced to evacuate 

their home due to flooding. 

● A family talking about moving away from the coast or to higher ground 

because of the flooding and storms from the ice. Maybe they can’t 

afford to move so they are feeling stuck or lost with what they should 

do. Maybe someone is upset because they’ve lived near the water 

their whole life and don’t want to leave. 

 

Resources:  

 

Melting Ice and Permafrost Affecting People: 

https://www.rotary.org/en/climate-change-there-hope-indigenous-alaskans  

 

Information Sheet about Alaska: 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-

07/documents/alaska_fact_sheet.pdf 

 

Alaskan Native Elders Tell Their Climate Change Story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzMkyeYP7NM  

 

Relocate or Rebuild? Indigenous Alaskans Forced to Choose: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcXVLoWGv0s  

 

 

 

https://www.rotary.org/en/climate-change-there-hope-indigenous-alaskans
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-07/documents/alaska_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-07/documents/alaska_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzMkyeYP7NM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcXVLoWGv0s


Specific Ideas #3 

Climate change is affecting the population of bees. Pesticides, drought, 

habitat destruction, nutrition deficit, air pollution, and more are all 

contributing factors. Bees are incredibly important for our survival. They 

pollinate our crops and without them, we would suffer a major food shortage.  

 

An idea for a play surrounding this concept could be:  

 

● Students pretend to be bees who are sitting around having a 

conversation about things they’ve noticed lately:  

○ “It’s been tough trying to find flowers to pollinate and the humans 

always get rid of all the dandelions.”  

○ “I found some flowers but they tasted kinda funny and now I’m 

feeling kind of sick” (pesticides).  

○ “The flowers are out sooner this year but my shift doesn’t start 

for another 4 weeks.” (The snow is melting more rapidly which 

means spring is arriving sooner. This means bees have to begin 

pollinating sooner, but we don’t know if they will.)  

 

Resources:  

 

When Bees Thrive, We Survive video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6HLWS86-Y8&t=57s  

 

Bees and Climate Change video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qsoRkl6Njs  
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Other Ideas 

 

● One student plays the role of Earth and the other students interview 

them. Maybe Earth is sad, hurt, or even confused about why humans 

are destroying them. Maybe Earth is getting angry about how they are 

being treated, so they are throwing fits, which are the natural 

disasters that are happening around the world.  

 

● A news broadcast about a natural disaster. You could divide the 

stage into two sections, having one half as the newsroom and the 

other half as the scene of the natural disaster.  

 

● What will our world look like in 50 years? Students could imagine 

what our world will look like if we don’t start making changes. Maybe 

everyone is meeting up for dinner after work and talking about their 

day but everyone’s “normal” is dramatically different from how we are 

living today. Maybe talk about how there’s a certain county that is 

now partially underwater.  

 

● Students are now living in a future where we did make the necessary 

changes and reflect on what could have happened if we didn’t. Maybe 

they are talking about the latest sustainable technology. Maybe 

someone talks about how they just planted their garden. Maybe they 

could talk about how expensive gas was and how nice it is that 

everyone is now driving electric vehicles.  

 

● Students are a school of fish in search of a new home now that their 

old home, the coral reefs, has died.  

 

 


