
 

 

Climate Action Plays: Grade 6 Science, Art, and Literacy 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives/I Can Statements 

● I can identify climate change.  
● I can create a scenario with my group members about climate change.  
● I can collaborate to create an original story using our research.   
● I can act out my character.  

 
 

Curricular Competencies: What will 

students DO 
Content: What will students KNOW 

• Students will use and experiment with 
oral storytelling processes. 

• Students will transform ideas and 
information to create original texts. 

• Students will create their drama skit 
collaboratively and individually using ideas 
inspired by imagination and inquiry.  

• Students will communicate ideas, 
explanations, and processes in a variety of 
ways.  

• Students will work together to design a 
scenario. 

•  Drama: Taking on the role of the 
character (emotion, personality).  

• Oral and written elements of a skit 
(storytelling, writing a narrative). 

• Students will understand the impact of art 
when discussing serious topics. 

• Students will understand climate change 
and how theatre can be a part of climate 
action.  

 

Overview of Lesson Sequence: Students will learn about climate change and the impact it has on our 
planet. Each group will create a short play based on one aspect of climate change.  

  
Duration: 

8-10 class periods  Big Idea(s): What will the students UNDERSTAND  

Science: Climate change and 
its effects. 

Art: Dance, drama, music, 
and visual arts are unique 
languages for creating and 
communicating.  

English Language: Language 
and text can be a source of 
creativity and joy. 



 

 

 
 

Materials and Technology Pre-Class Preparation 

• PowerPoint (included) 
• Laptops  

• Have the PowerPoint ready (ensure your 
sound is working for the video). 

• Print out enough handouts for your 
students. 

 
 

Assessment/Evaluation: Adaptation/Modification 

Formative Assessment:  
• Teachers can review the handout before 

the students start writing their plays. 
• Teachers can view a rough draft of the 

script and provide feedback. 
• Teachers can provide an end reflection for 

the students.  
• Teachers can provide exit tickets after 

watching group presentations for what 
they learned. 
 

Summative Assessment: 
• Students can be assessed on their overall 

presentation of their play. 
• For drama, consider how they articulate 

their voice when they speak and how well 
they can stay in character.  

• Depending on the level of the class, the 
teacher can provide various scenarios, or 
the students can be creative and come up 
with their own.  

 
 

Indigenous Perspectives Inclusive/Equitable Practice 

• Teachers can talk about how climate 
change is directly affecting different 
indigenous communities  

For students who may have trouble 
performing: 
• The group could perform at a different 

time with only the teacher.  
• Students could be given other roles during 

the performances (ex. lights or sound). 

 
 



 

 

 

Resources 

Video about saving the world:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nEYsyRlYo&t=1s 
Scriptwriting video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81g7zYedFaM   
Climate Change video: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJoAcD0oUww 
Is It Too Late to Stop Climate Change? Well, It’s Complicated video: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbR-5mHI6bo 

 

Lesson Plan 

Lesson 1: Introduction and Research                                       Duration: 60-70 minutes  

1. If your students haven’t learned about climate change yet, these videos are great resources 
to give them an idea of what it is. 

 
Climate Change video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJoAcD0oUww 
 
Is It Too Late to Stop Climate Change? Well It’s Complicated video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbR-5mHI6bo 
 
2. Begin the lesson using the PowerPoint. Students can discuss why they think art is important 

when talking about climate change.  
 
3. Introduce the project using slide 9. Students will pick an aspect of climate change that 

interests them. In groups of 2-6, they will first research their topic and find out as much as 
they can about climate change and its effects. After that, as a group, they will write their 
scripts and then perform their plays to the class. Each group’s play should be 5-8 minutes 
long. 

 
-Depending on the abilities of your students, you can allow them to create their own topic or 
have a list of topics they can choose from. Three topics are mentioned in the PowerPoint as 
examples to get the students thinking. There is an additional resource with big ideas and 
specific ideas labeled under Play Ideas that can be used as well. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nEYsyRlYo&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81g7zYedFaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJoAcD0oUww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbR-5mHI6bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJoAcD0oUww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbR-5mHI6bo


 

 

4. After the PowerPoint is finished, students can get into groups. As a teacher, you can allow 
students to make their own groups or you can group them beforehand.  
 
5. Students can then begin their research using the handout as a guide.  
 
If you want a formative assessment, you can ask groups to submit their handout before they 
begin writing their scripts to make sure they are on track with the assessment.  

 

Lesson 1 (Part 2 Optional): Research                        Duration: Decided by the teacher  

1. If students require more class time for research, set aside another block. 

 

Lesson 2: Writing the Script                                                          Duration: 1-2 classes 

1. Mini-lesson: At the beginning of the lesson, discuss how to write a script. All students 
should have equal (or close to equal) speaking parts. 

 
An optional video to help teach scriptwriting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81g7zYedFaM   
 
2. The purpose of the script is to explain one aspect of climate change creatively and the goal 

is for the audience to be able to learn something from the play. 
3. Students should collaborate as a group during this work period. 

 
Formative Assessment: When the students have finished a rough draft of their script, have 
them show it to you for formative feedback.   

 

Lesson 3: Practice                                                      Duration: Decided by the teacher 

1. Mini-lesson: Give a quick mini-lesson about performing. This includes: 
- Projection without yelling 
-Vocal clarity (enunciating their words)   
-Speed of talking (not too fast) 
-Staying in character (Ex. If your character is happy and bubbly, make sure this is 
maintained throughout the skit even if they are not speaking) 
 

2. When the students are done with their script, have them practice it a few times.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81g7zYedFaM


 

 

Lesson 4: Performances                                                                Duration: 1-2 classes  

1. Before the plays begin, remind students of good audience skills.  
 
2. Allow groups to perform. If there are time constraints, you can spread the performances 

over two different days if needed  
 
3. Assessment opportunity: At the end of each skit or the period, you could have students fill 

out an exit ticket about what they learned from the performances.  
Assessment opportunity: At the end of all performances, have students reflect on their 
experience working on this project individually and in a group. You can refer back to the I 
Can statements.  

 


