
Climate Action Theatre Lesson



How does our work reflect on, and respond to, the 
challenges brought on by a warming climate? How can 
we participate in the global conversation about what the 
future should look like, and do so in a way that is both 
inspiring and artistically rewarding?

-Chantal Bilodeau, Climate Action Theatre Artist



Why is theatre important when 
talking about climate change? 

Raise your hand if you have an idea!



Here are some ideas to consider: 

● Theatre can help mold opinions, create empathy and emotion in visual and immersive 
ways, and bring life to a topic that might be otherwise difficult to understand

● Theatre is precise: with vision, objective, language and with what it wants its audience to 
experience.

● Shows are only temporary but the ‘temporariness’ of theatre is what makes it ideal for 
the climate crisis message: Nothing is forever, the most beautiful things can be created 
and destroyed all too easily, and it is never just one actor or director responsible for the 
whole show – it takes a team. It’ll take an entire team to make any serious impact on our 
current climate emergency.



As we watch this, I want you to 
notice how it makes you feel. 

How does this video impact you?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nEYsyRlYo


Turn to a partner and discuss the 
following: 

● How did the video make you feel? 
● How do you think the music and visuals 

contributed to this feeling?
● How does a video like this compare to if you 

would do a reading with the exact same 
information?



What came up in 
your discussion? 
Let’s share as a 
class!



So what is your final project?

You will be creating plays! 



The game plan! 

Pick an aspect of climate change that interests you. In groups of 2-6, 

you will first research your topic and find out as much as you can about 

climate change and its effects. After that, as a group, you will be writing 

your scripts and then performing your plays to the class. Your play 

should be 5-8 minutes long.



Just to get your thinking, here are some possible ideas...

● How is climate change affecting rural indigenous communities?

● What will our future look like if we don’t make a change?

● Is the convenience of single use plastics worth the impact?



Next Steps:

Form a group, grab a 
handout, get your laptops for 
research, and let’s get started! 


